null space definition linear algebra

null space definition linear algebra is a fundamental concept in linear algebra that
plays a crucial role in understanding vector spaces and linear transformations. In essence,
the null space is the set of all vectors that are mapped to the zero vector by a given linear
transformation. Understanding this concept is vital for students and professionals alike, as
it underpins various applications in mathematics, engineering, computer science, and more.
This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the null space, including its definition,
properties, and significance. We will explore how to compute the null space, its relationship
with the rank-nullity theorem, and its applications in solving linear systems. Additionally, we
will discuss potential pitfalls and common misconceptions surrounding this important topic.
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Introduction to Null Space

The null space, also known as the kernel of a linear transformation, is a key concept in
linear algebra. It is defined for a matrix or a linear transformation and provides insight into
the solutions of linear equations. The null space consists of all vectors that result in the zero
vector when multiplied by the matrix or applied to the linear transformation. Understanding
the null space is essential for various mathematical applications, including solving systems
of equations, analyzing linear transformations, and studying vector spaces. This section will
provide a foundational understanding of what the null space is and why it matters in linear
algebra.

Definition of Null Space

The null space of a matrix \( A\), often denoted as \( \text{N}(A)\) or \( \text{ker}(A)\), is
defined as follows:



Given a matrix \( A\in \mathbb{R} "~ {m \times n} \), the null space is the set of all vectors
\( x \in \mathbb{R}~{n} \) such that:

Ax =0

This equation indicates that when the matrix \( A\) is multiplied by the vector \( x ), the
result is the zero vector in \( \mathbb{R}”~{m} \). The null space is a vector space itself
and contains all the solutions to the homogeneous equation associated with the matrix \( A
\).

Example of Null Space

To illustrate the concept of null space, consider the following example:

Let \( A = \begin{bmatrix} 1 & 2\\ 2 & 4 \\ \end{bmatrix} \). To find the null space, we
need to solve the equation:

Ax =0

This leads to the system of equations:
1.\(1x 1 +2x 2=0))

2.\(2x 1 +4x 2=0))

By solving this system, we find that the null space of \( A\) is spanned by the vector \(
\begin{bmatrix} -2 \\ 1 \end{bmatrix} \). Thus, the null space can be expressed as:

Null(A) = { k \begin{bmatrix} -2 \\ 1 \end{bmatrix} : k \in \mathbb{R} }

Properties of Null Space

The null space of a matrix has several important properties that are essential for
understanding its structure and implications:

* Vector Space: The null space is a vector space, meaning it is closed under addition
and scalar multiplication.

e Dimension: The dimension of the null space is known as the nullity, which gives
insight into the number of free variables in the system of equations.

¢ Relationship with Rank: The null space is related to the rank of the matrix, as
expressed in the rank-nullity theorem.

e Zero Vector: The zero vector is always part of the null space, as \( A0 = 0) for any
matrix \( A \).

Computing the Null Space

To compute the null space of a matrix, one commonly uses row reduction techniques such



as Gaussian elimination. The steps involved typically include:

1. Write the augmented matrix \( [A | 0] \).
2. Perform row reduction to obtain the reduced row echelon form (RREF).
3. ldentify the pivot columns and free variables.
4. Express the solution set in terms of the free variables.
For example, given a matrix \( A\), performing these steps will yield a set of equations that

can be solved for the null space. It is important to note that the null space will be defined
by the free variables, which indicate the dimensions and direction of the space.

Rank-Nullity Theorem

The rank-nullity theorem is a fundamental theorem in linear algebra that relates the rank
and nullity of a matrix. It states that for any matrix \( A\) of size \( m \times n ), the
following equation holds:

Rank(A) + Nullity(A) = n

In this context:

¢ Rank(A): The dimension of the column space of \( A\), which represents the number
of linearly independent columns.

¢ Nullity(A): The dimension of the null space, representing the number of free

variables in the system.

This theorem highlights the trade-off between the rank and nullity of a matrix, providing a
deeper understanding of the solutions to linear systems and the structure of vector spaces.

Applications of Null Space

The null space has numerous applications across various fields, including:

e Solving Linear Systems: The null space helps identify the solutions to
homogeneous systems of linear equations.

e Signal Processing: In signal processing, null spaces are used in noise reduction
techniques and filter design.

e Machine Learning: In machine learning, understanding the null space can aid in
dimensionality reduction techniques like PCA.

e Control Theory: The null space is important in control theory for designing systems



and understanding stability.

These applications underscore the significance of the null space in practical scenarios,
demonstrating its utility beyond theoretical mathematics.

Common Misconceptions

Despite its importance, several misconceptions about the null space can lead to confusion
among students and practitioners:

* Null Space is Not the Same as Column Space: The null space and column space
are distinct; the null space consists of solutions to \( Ax = 0\), while the column space
consists of all possible linear combinations of the columns of \( A\).

e Zero Vector is Not the Only Solution: While the zero vector is always in the null
space, there may be infinitely many non-zero solutions depending on the rank and
size of the matrix.

e Null Space is Not Always Empty: A null space can be trivial (containing only the
zero vector) or non-trivial (containing infinitely many vectors), depending on the
properties of the matrix.

Clarifying these misconceptions can enhance understanding and application of the null
space in various contexts.

Conclusion

The null space is a vital concept in linear algebra that provides insights into the structure of
linear transformations and the solutions to linear systems. By understanding its definition,
properties, and applications, one can better appreciate its significance in mathematics and
related fields. The null space not only serves as a tool for solving equations but also plays a
crucial role in various practical applications, from engineering to data science. Mastery of
this concept is essential for anyone looking to deepen their understanding of linear algebra
and its real-world implications.

Q: What is the null space of a matrix?

A: The null space of a matrix is the set of all vectors that, when multiplied by the matrix,
yield the zero vector. It is a fundamental concept in linear algebra, indicating the solutions
to the homogeneous linear equation associated with the matrix.

Q: How do you find the null space of a matrix?

A: To find the null space of a matrix, one typically performs row reduction on the



augmented matrix \( [A | 0] \) to obtain the reduced row echelon form (RREF). Then, the
solutions can be expressed in terms of free variables to identify the null space vectors.

Q: What is the difference between null space and
column space?

A: The null space consists of all vectors that map to the zero vector when multiplied by the
matrix, while the column space is the set of all possible linear combinations of the columns
of the matrix. They represent different aspects of the matrix's structure.

Q: What is the significance of the rank-nullity theorem?

A: The rank-nullity theorem establishes a relationship between the rank and nullity of a
matrix, stating that the sum of the rank and nullity equals the number of columns in the
matrix. This theorem helps understand the dimensions of various vector spaces associated
with the matrix.

Q: Can the null space be empty?

A: The null space can be trivial, containing only the zero vector, or non-trivial, containing
infinitely many vectors. Whether it is empty depends on the rank of the matrix; if the matrix
has full rank, the null space may only contain the zero vector.
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Guidance features examples illustrating concepts and homework problems at the end of all chapters.
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systems One of the most often-encountered systems in nearly all areas ofscience and technology,
positive linear systems is a specific butremarkable and fascinating class. Renowned scientists
LorenzoFarina and Sergio Rinaldi introduce readers to the world ofpositive linear systems in their
rigorous but highly accessiblebook, rich in applications, examples, and figures. This professional
reference is divided into three main parts: Thefirst part contains the definitions and basic properties
ofpositive linear systems. The second part, following the theoreticalexposition, reports the main
conceptual results, consideringapplicable examples taken from a number of widely used models.
Thethird part is devoted to the study of some classes of positivelinear systems of particular
relevance in applications (such as theLeontief model, the Leslie model, the Markov chains,
thecompartmental systems, and the queueing systems). Readers familiarwith linear algebra and
linear systems theory will appreciate theway arguments are treated and presented. Extraordinarily
comprehensive, Positive Linear Systemsfeatures: * Applications from a variety of backgrounds
including modeling,control engineering, computer science, demography, economics,bioengineering,
chemistry, and ecology * References and annotated bibliographies throughout the book * Two
appendices concerning linear algebra and linear systemstheory for readers unfamiliar with the
mathematics used Farina and Rinaldi make no effort to hide their enthusiasm for thetopics
presented, making Positive Linear Systems: Theory andApplications an indispensable resource for
researchers andprofessionals in a broad range of fields.

null space definition linear algebra: Principles of Mathematics in Operations Research
Levent Kandiller, 2006-12-18 Principles of Mathematics in Operations Research is a comprehensive
survey of the mathematical concepts and principles of industrial mathematics. Its purpose is to
provide students and professionals with an understanding of the fundamental mathematical
principles used in Industrial Mathematics/OR in modeling problems and application solutions. All the
concepts presented in each chapter have undergone the learning scrutiny of the author and his
students. The conceptual relationships within the chapter material have been developed in the
classroom experience working with the students' level of understanding. The illustrative material
throughout the book (i.e., worked-out problems and examples of the mathematical principles) was
refined for student comprehension as the manuscript developed through its iterations, and the
chapter exercises are refined from the previous year's exercises. In sum, the author has carefully
developed a pedagogically strong survey textbook of OR and Industrial Mathematics.

null space definition linear algebra: Mathematical Methods in Engineering Joseph M.
Powers, Mihir Sen, 2015-01-26 This text focuses on a variety of topics in mathematics in common
usage in graduate engineering programs including vector calculus, linear and nonlinear ordinary
differential equations, approximation methods, vector spaces, linear algebra, integral equations and
dynamical systems. The book is designed for engineering graduate students who wonder how much
of their basic mathematics will be of use in practice. Following development of the underlying
analysis, the book takes students through a large number of examples that have been worked in
detail. Students can choose to go through each step or to skip ahead if they so desire. After seeing
all the intermediate steps, they will be in a better position to know what is expected of them when
solving assignments, examination problems, and when on the job. Chapters conclude with exercises
for the student that reinforce the chapter content and help connect the subject matter to a variety of
engineering problems. Students have grown up with computer-based tools including numerical
calculations and computer graphics; the worked-out examples as well as the end-of-chapter
exercises often use computers for numerical and symbolic computations and for graphical display of
the results.

null space definition linear algebra: Applied Mathematical Methods: Dasgupta, Bhaskar,
2006 Applied Mathematical Methods covers the material vital for research in today's world and can
be covered in a regular semester course. It is the consolidation of the efforts of teaching the
compulsory first semester post-graduate applied mathematics course at the Department of
Mechanical Engineering at IIT Kanpur in two successive years.

null space definition linear algebra: Applied Linear Algebra Alden F. Pixley, 1980



null space definition linear algebra: Foundations of Deterministic and Stochastic
Control Jon H. Davis, 2012-12-06 Control theory has applications to a number of areas in
engineering and communication theory. This introductory text on the subject is fairly self-contained,
and consists of a wide range of topics that include realization problems, linear-quadratic optimal
control, stability theory, stochastic modeling and recursive estimation algorithms in communications
and control, and distributed system modeling. In the early chapters methods based on Wiener--Hopf
integral equations are utilized. The fundamentals of both linear control systems as well as stochastic
control are presented in a unique way so that the methods generalize to a useful class of distributed
parameter and nonlinear system models. The control of distributed parameter systems (systems
governed by PDESs) is based on the framework of linear quadratic Gaussian optimization problems.
Additionally, the important notion of state space modeling of distributed systems is examined. Basic
results due to Gohberg and Krein on convolution are given and many results are illustrated with
some examples that carry throughout the text. The standard linear regulator problem is studied in
the continuous and discrete time cases, followed by a discussion of (dual) filtering problems. Later
chapters treat the stationary regulator and filtering problems using a Wiener--Hopf approach. This
leads to spectral factorization problems and useful iterative algorithms that follow naturally from the
methods employed. The interplay between time and frequency domain approaches is emphasized.
Foundations of Deterministic and Stochastic Control is geared primarily towards advanced
mathematics and engineering students in various disciplines.

null space definition linear algebra: Sampling Theory Yonina C. Eldar, 2015-04-09
Covering the fundamental mathematical underpinnings together with key principles and
applications, this book provides a comprehensive guide to the theory and practice of sampling from
an engineering perspective. Beginning with traditional ideas such as uniform sampling in
shift-invariant spaces and working through to the more recent fields of compressed sensing and
sub-Nyquist sampling, the key concepts are addressed in a unified and coherent way. Emphasis is
given to applications in signal processing and communications, as well as hardware considerations,
throughout. With 200 worked examples and over 200 end-of-chapter problems, this is an ideal
course textbook for senior undergraduate and graduate students. It is also an invaluable reference
or self-study guide for engineers and students across industry and academia.

null space definition linear algebra: Visualizing Linear Models W. D. Brinda, 2021-02-24 This
book provides a visual and intuitive coverage of the core theory of linear models. Designed to
develop fluency with the underlying mathematics and to build a deep understanding of the
principles, it's an excellent basis for a one-semester course on statistical theory and linear modeling
for intermediate undergraduates or graduate students. Three chapters gradually develop the
essentials of linear model theory. They are each preceded by a review chapter that covers a
foundational prerequisite topic. This classroom-tested work explores two distinct and
complementary types of visualization: the “observations picture” and the “variables picture.” To
improve retention of material, this book is supplemented by a bank of ready-made practice exercises
for students. These are available for digital or print use.

null space definition linear algebra: A Friendly Introduction to Differential Equations
Mohammed K A Kaabar, 2015-01-05 In this book, there are five chapters: The Laplace Transform,
Systems of Homogenous Linear Differential Equations (HLDE), Methods of First and Higher Orders
Differential Equations, Extended Methods of First and Higher Orders Differential Equations, and
Applications of Differential Equations. In addition, there are exercises at the end of each chapter
above to let students practice additional sets of problems other than examples, and they can also
check their solutions to some of these exercises by looking at Answers to Odd-Numbered Exercises
section at the end of this book. This book is a very useful for college students who studied Calculus
II, and other students who want to review some concepts of differential equations before studying
courses such as partial differential equations, applied mathematics, and electric circuits II.

null space definition linear algebra: High-Dimensional Data Analysis with
Low-Dimensional Models John Wright, Yi Ma, 2022-01-13 Connecting theory with practice, this



systematic and rigorous introduction covers the fundamental principles, algorithms and applications
of key mathematical models for high-dimensional data analysis. Comprehensive in its approach, it
provides unified coverage of many different low-dimensional models and analytical techniques,
including sparse and low-rank models, and both convex and non-convex formulations. Readers will
learn how to develop efficient and scalable algorithms for solving real-world problems, supported by
numerous examples and exercises throughout, and how to use the computational tools learnt in
several application contexts. Applications presented include scientific imaging, communication, face
recognition, 3D vision, and deep networks for classification. With code available online, this is an
ideal textbook for senior and graduate students in computer science, data science, and electrical
engineering, as well as for those taking courses on sparsity, low-dimensional structures, and
high-dimensional data. Foreword by Emmanuel Candes.

null space definition linear algebra: Spacecraft Momentum Control Systems Frederick A.
Leve, Mason A. Peck, Brian J. Hamilton, William Bialke, 2025-09-01 With space-industry
professionals and university students, this book offers a practical technical reference for seeking to
understand the state of the art in spacecraft momentum control systems. The focus is control
moment gyroscope (CMG) technology, but general principles of momentum control—for example,
through reaction wheels, magnetic torque actuation, and other means—are presented. These key
topics are treated in several contexts: systems engineering and spacecraft architecture, attitude
control and dynamics, and mission operations. The subject matter is developed with theoretical rigor
and in terms of practical implementation in flight hardware software. This book is the first to
address CMG technology in depth, let alone from a practitioner’s perspective. It is also timely, given
the rise of commercial Earth imaging, the imminent need for high-torque manipulation of satellites
for servicing and assembly, the advances in privately built spacecraft (including small satellites), and
the growing popularity of the subject matter in academia over the past two decades. The current
edition includes exercises suitable for upper-level undergraduate courses and graduate-level courses
in spacecraft attitude dynamics and control, spacecraft design, and space systems engineering. This
second edition provides more applications, attitude control, momentum and nutation dumping,
isolation, system identification, systems engineering, bearings, and structures as well as more in
depth discussions of equations of motion, as well as the numerics and complexity associated with
generalized inverses that are used for steering algorithms.

null space definition linear algebra: Observer Design for Control and Fault Diagnosis of
Boolean Networks Zhihua Zhang, 2021-12-11 Boolean control networks (BCNs) are a kind of
parameter-free model, which can be used to approximate the qualitative behavior of biological
systems. After converting into a model similar to the standard discrete-time state-space model,
control-theoretic problems of BCNs can be studied. In control theory, state observers can provide
state estimation for any other applications. Reconstructibility condition is necessary for the
existence of state observers. In this thesis explicit and recursive methods have been developed for
reconstructibility analysis. Then, an approach to design Luenberger-like observer has been
proposed, which works in a two-step process (i.e. predict and update). If a BCN is reconstructible,
then an accurate state estimate can be provided by the observer no later than the minimal
reconstructibility index. For a wide range of applications the approach has been extended to enable
design of unknown input observer, distributed observers and reduced-order observer. The
performance of the observers has been evaluated thoroughly. Furthermore, methods for output
tracking control and fault diagnosis of BCNs have been developed. Finally, the developed schemes
are tested with numerical examples.

null space definition linear algebra: A First Course in Applied Mathematics Jorge Rebaza,
2021-04-27 Explore real-world applications of selected mathematical theory, concepts, and methods
Exploring related methods that can be utilized in various fields of practice from science and
engineering to business, A First Course in Applied Mathematics details how applied mathematics
involves predictions, interpretations, analysis, and mathematical modeling to solve real-world
problems. Written at a level that is accessible to readers from a wide range of scientific and



engineering fields, the book masterfully blends standard topics with modern areas of application and
provides the needed foundation for transitioning to more advanced subjects. The author utilizes
MATLAB® to showcase the presented theory and illustrate interesting real-world applications to
Google's web page ranking algorithm, image compression, cryptography, chaos, and waste
management systems. Additional topics covered include: Linear algebra Ranking web pages Matrix
factorizations Least squares Image compression Ordinary differential equations Dynamical systems
Mathematical models Throughout the book, theoretical and applications-oriented problems and
exercises allow readers to test their comprehension of the presented material. An accompanying
website features related MATLAB® code and additional resources. A First Course in Applied
Mathematics is an ideal book for mathematics, computer science, and engineering courses at the
upper-undergraduate level. The book also serves as a valuable reference for practitioners working
with mathematical modeling, computational methods, and the applications of mathematics in their
everyday work.

null space definition linear algebra: Harmonic Analysis Carl L. DeVito, 2007 Advanced
Mathematics

null space definition linear algebra: Geometric Control of Mechanical Systems Francesco
Bullo, Andrew D. Lewis, 2019-06-12 The primary emphasis of this book is the modeling, analysis, and
control of mechanical systems. The methods and results presented can be applied to a large class of
mechanical control systems, including applications in robotics, autonomous vehicle control, and
multi-body systems. The book is unique in that it presents a unified, rather than an inclusive,
treatment of control theory for mechanical systems. A distinctive feature of the presentation is its
reliance on techniques from differential and Riemannian geometry. The book contains extensive
examples and exercises, and will be suitable for a growing number of courses in this area. It begins
with the detailed mathematical background, proceeding through innovative approaches to physical
modeling, analysis, and design techniques. Numerous examples illustrate the proposed methods and
results, while the many exercises test basic knowledge and introduce topics not covered in the main
body of the text. The audience of this book consists of two groups. The first group is comprised of
graduate students in engineering or mathematical sciences who wish to learn the basics of
geometric mechanics, nonlinear control theory, and control theory for mechanical systems. Readers
will be able to immediately begin exploring the research literature on these subjects. The second
group consists of researchers in mechanics and control theory. Nonlinear control theoreticians will
find explicit links between concepts in geometric mechanics and nonlinear control theory.
Researchers in mechanics will find an overview of topics in control theory that have relevance to
mechanics.

null space definition linear algebra: The Structures of Mathematical Physics Steven P.
Starkovich, 2021-07-21 This textbook serves as an introduction to groups, rings, fields, vector and
tensor spaces, algebras, topological spaces, differentiable manifolds and Lie groups --- mathematical
structures which are foundational to modern theoretical physics. It is aimed primarily at
undergraduate students in physics and mathematics with no previous background in these topics.
Applications to physics --- such as the metric tensor of special relativity, the symplectic structures
associated with Hamilton's equations and the Generalized Stokes's Theorem --- appear at
appropriate places in the text. Worked examples, end-of-chapter problems (many with hints and
some with answers) and guides to further reading make this an excellent book for self-study. Upon
completing this book the reader will be well prepared to delve more deeply into advanced texts and
specialized monographs in theoretical physics or mathematics.

null space definition linear algebra: Essentials of Mathematical Methods in Science and
Engineering Selcuk S. Bayin, 2019-12-24 A comprehensive introduction to the multidisciplinary
applications of mathematical methods, revised and updated The second edition of Essentials of
Mathematical Methods in Science and Engineering offers an introduction to the key mathematical
concepts of advanced calculus, differential equations, complex analysis, and introductory
mathematical physics for students in engineering and physics research. The book’s approachable




style is designed in a modular format with each chapter covering a subject thoroughly and thus can
be read independently. This updated second edition includes two new and extensive chapters that
cover practical linear algebra and applications of linear algebra as well as a computer file that
includes Matlab codes. To enhance understanding of the material presented, the text contains a
collection of exercises at the end of each chapter. The author offers a coherent treatment of the
topics with a style that makes the essential mathematical skills easily accessible to a
multidisciplinary audience. This important text: ¢ Includes derivations with sufficient detail so that
the reader can follow them without searching for results in other parts of the book ¢ Puts the
emphasis on the analytic techniques ¢ Contains two new chapters that explore linear algebra and its
applications ¢ Includes Matlab codes that the readers can use to practice with the methods
introduced in the book Written for students in science and engineering, this new edition of
Essentials of Mathematical Methods in Science and Engineering maintains all the successful
features of the first edition and includes new information.

null space definition linear algebra: Foundations of Signal Processing Martin Vetterli, Jelena
Kovacevic¢, Vivek K Goyal, 2014-09-04 This comprehensive and engaging textbook introduces the
basic principles and techniques of signal processing, from the fundamental ideas of signals and
systems theory to real-world applications. Students are introduced to the powerful foundations of
modern signal processing, including the basic geometry of Hilbert space, the mathematics of Fourier
transforms, and essentials of sampling, interpolation, approximation and compression The authors
discuss real-world issues and hurdles to using these tools, and ways of adapting them to overcome
problems of finiteness and localization, the limitations of uncertainty, and computational costs. It
includes over 160 homework problems and over 220 worked examples, specifically designed to test
and expand students' understanding of the fundamentals of signal processing, and is accompanied
by extensive online materials designed to aid learning, including Mathematica® resources and
interactive demonstrations.

null space definition linear algebra: Optimization in Electrical Engineering Mohammad
Fathi, Hassan Bevrani, 2019-03-01 This textbook provides students, researchers, and engineers in
the area of electrical engineering with advanced mathematical optimization methods. Presented in a
readable format, this book highlights fundamental concepts of advanced optimization used in
electrical engineering. Chapters provide a collection that ranges from simple yet important concepts
such as unconstrained optimization to highly advanced topics such as linear matrix inequalities and
artificial intelligence-based optimization methodologies. The reader is motivated to engage with the
content via numerous application examples of optimization in the area of electrical engineering. The
book begins with an extended review of linear algebra that is a prerequisite to mathematical
optimization. It then precedes with unconstrained optimization, convex programming, duality, linear
matrix inequality, and intelligent optimization methods. This book can be used as the main text in
courses such as Engineering Optimization, Convex Engineering Optimization, Advanced Engineering
Mathematics and Robust Optimization and will be useful for practicing design engineers in electrical
engineering fields. Author provided cases studies and worked examples are included for student and
instructor use.
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How do I check for null values in JavaScript? - Stack Overflow And then == null does a perfect

job, because it covers exactly those 2 values. (i.e. == null is equivalent to === null && ===
undefined) In exceptional cases you do want a clear distinction
What is the difference between "is not null" and "!= null"? The only difference (besides the

syntax) is, that the compiler guarantees that no user-overloaded operator is called when using is not
null instead of != null (or is null instead of

Null object in Python - Stack Overflow How do I refer to the null object in Python?

What is a NullReferenceException, and how do I fix it? I have some code and when it executes,
it throws a NullReferenceException, saying: Object reference not set to an instance of an object.
What does this mean, and what can I do to fix

How to send NULL in HTTP query string? - Stack Overflow So if you don't need to support the
difference between empty and null/absent string you may also consider the empty parameter as null.
If instead you want to recreate point 4. of JSON

How to handle NULL object property with FirstOrDefault using Linq The null-propagating
operator ?. (aka Elvis operator) is not allowed in a queryable (LINQ-to-SQL or LINQ-to-Entities)
collection. However, it works fine for a LINQ-to-Objects

What is a NullPointerException, and how do I fix it? What are Null Pointer Exceptions
(java.lang.NullPointerException) and what causes them? What methods/tools can be used to
determine the cause so that you stop the exception from

Is there a way to check for both "'null’ and "undefined ? It is a boolean return type but this obj
is null | undefined is a type inference hint to the TypeScript runtime (used in your IDE and for type
checking) that indicates the value is either literally null
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