baltimore algebra project

baltimore algebra project is an innovative initiative aimed at enhancing the mathematics
education of students in Baltimore, Maryland. This project, rooted in the values of equity and
community engagement, seeks to address the educational disparities faced by students in urban
environments. Through the integration of algebraic concepts in practical applications, the Baltimore
Algebra Project promotes not only academic success but also empowers students to become agents
of change in their communities. This comprehensive article will delve into the project's background,
objectives, methodologies, community involvement, impact on students, and future directions.
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Background of the Baltimore Algebra Project

The Baltimore Algebra Project (BAP) was founded in 2000 by a group of educators and community
activists who recognized the urgent need to improve mathematics education in Baltimore City. The
initiative began as a response to the educational challenges faced by students, particularly in low-
income neighborhoods, where resources and support were severely lacking. BAP is grounded in the
belief that all students, regardless of their socioeconomic background, should have access to high-
quality education and the opportunity to succeed in mathematics.

Recognizing the significance of algebra as a foundational skill for higher education and various career
paths, the project aims to make algebra accessible and relevant to students' lives. The initiative
operates through partnerships with schools, community organizations, and local universities, fostering
a collaborative approach to education that involves students, teachers, and community members
alike.



Objectives of the Baltimore Algebra Project

The primary objectives of the Baltimore Algebra Project revolve around improving student
engagement, understanding, and performance in algebra. These objectives include:

Enhancing algebra proficiency: The project aims to improve students' understanding of
algebraic concepts through hands-on learning and real-world applications.

Promoting critical thinking: BAP seeks to develop students' analytical and problem-solving
skills, which are essential for success in mathematics and beyond.

Cultivating leadership: By training students to become tutors and mentors, the project
empowers them to take on leadership roles within their communities.

Fostering community engagement: The initiative encourages students to apply their
mathematical skills in community projects, promoting civic responsibility and active
participation.

Methodologies and Teaching Strategies

The Baltimore Algebra Project employs a variety of innovative teaching methodologies designed to
engage students and make mathematics relevant to their everyday lives. Some of the key strategies
include:

Project-Based Learning

Project-Based Learning (PBL) is a core component of the BAP’s instructional approach. This method

allows students to work on real-world projects that require the application of algebraic concepts. By
engaging in PBL, students learn to see the relevance of algebra in their daily lives and communities,
thus increasing their motivation and interest in the subject.

Peer Tutoring

Another essential strategy is peer tutoring, where trained student tutors provide support to their
classmates. This not only reinforces the tutors’ understanding of algebra but also fosters a
collaborative learning environment. Through peer interaction, students are more likely to engage with
the material and develop confidence in their mathematical abilities.



Community-Based Projects

Integrating community-based projects into the curriculum is a significant aspect of the BAP's
approach. Students often work on projects that address local issues, allowing them to apply their
algebra skills in practical scenarios. For instance, they might analyze data related to community
health or public transportation systems, promoting a sense of ownership and relevance in their
learning.

Community Involvement and Support

The success of the Baltimore Algebra Project is heavily reliant on the support and involvement of the
community. Local organizations, businesses, and educational institutions play a crucial role in its
implementation and sustainability. Community involvement includes:

Partnerships with schools: Collaborating with public schools ensures that the project aligns
with educational standards and reaches a wider audience.

Involvement of local businesses: Businesses can provide resources, mentorship, and
internship opportunities that enhance the learning experience for students.

Support from universities: Local universities often contribute through volunteer work,
professional development for teachers, and research on educational outcomes.

* Engagement of parents and guardians: Involving families in the learning process helps
reinforce the importance of education and encourages student participation.

Impact on Students and the Community

The Baltimore Algebra Project has had a profound impact on both students and the wider community.
Some of the notable outcomes include:

Academic Achievement

Students participating in the BAP have demonstrated significant improvements in their algebra test
scores and overall mathematics proficiency. The emphasis on practical applications helps students
understand abstract concepts, leading to better retention and understanding.



Empowerment and Leadership Development

Through mentoring and leadership opportunities, students gain valuable skills that prepare them for
future academic and career pursuits. Many former participants have gone on to pursue higher
education and careers in STEM fields, showcasing the long-term benefits of the project.

Community Engagement

The project has fostered a sense of community among participants and has encouraged them to take
active roles in addressing local issues. By applying their skills to community-based projects, students
learn the importance of civic responsibility and the impact of collective action.

Future Directions of the Baltimore Algebra Project

As the Baltimore Algebra Project continues to evolve, several future directions are being considered to
enhance its effectiveness further:

Expanding reach: Efforts are underway to expand the program to more schools and
communities, ensuring that more students benefit from its resources.

Integrating technology: Incorporating digital tools and online resources can provide students
with additional learning opportunities and support.

Continuous professional development: Ongoing training for educators involved in the BAP
is crucial to stay current with best practices in teaching mathematics.

Longitudinal studies: Conducting research to track the long-term impact of the BAP on
student outcomes will help refine the program and showcase its effectiveness.

Conclusion

The Baltimore Algebra Project exemplifies a successful model of community-driven education that
addresses the unique challenges faced by urban students in mathematics. Through innovative
teaching methodologies, strong community partnerships, and a focus on real-world applications, the
project has made significant strides in improving algebra education. As it looks toward the future, the
BAP aims to continue its mission of empowering students and fostering academic success, ultimately
contributing to the greater good of the Baltimore community.



FAQs

Q: What is the primary goal of the Baltimore Algebra Project?

A: The primary goal of the Baltimore Algebra Project is to improve students' understanding and
proficiency in algebra through engaging, real-world applications and community involvement.

Q: How does the Baltimore Algebra Project engage students
in learning?

A: The Baltimore Algebra Project engages students through project-based learning, peer tutoring, and
community-based projects that make algebra relevant to their lives.

Q: What role do community organizations play in the
Baltimore Algebra Project?

A: Community organizations provide essential support through partnerships, resources, mentorship,
and opportunities for students to apply their mathematical skills in real-world situations.

Q: How does the Baltimore Algebra Project impact student
outcomes?

A: The project positively impacts student outcomes by significantly improving algebra proficiency,
promoting critical thinking, and fostering leadership skills among participants.

Q: What future developments are planned for the Baltimore
Algebra Project?

A: Future developments include expanding the program's reach, integrating technology, enhancing
professional development for educators, and conducting research to assess long-term impacts.

Q: How can students get involved in the Baltimore Algebra
Project?

A: Students can get involved by participating in programs offered at local schools, engaging in
community projects, or applying to become peer tutors within the initiative.

Q: What are some challenges faced by the Baltimore Algebra
Project?

A: Challenges include securing consistent funding, reaching a broader audience, and adapting to the



changing educational landscape while maintaining high-quality instruction.

Q: Can parents support the Baltimore Algebra Project?

A: Yes, parents can support the project by encouraging their children to participate, volunteering their
time, and advocating for the program within their communities.

Q: What makes the Baltimore Algebra Project unique
compared to other educational initiatives?

A: The Baltimore Algebra Project is unique due to its strong emphasis on community involvement,
real-world applications of math, and its focus on empowering students as leaders and change-makers.
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baltimore algebra project: Culturally Responsive Mathematics Education Brian Greer,
Swapna Mukhopadhyay, Arthur B. Powell, Sharon Nelson-Barber, 2009-05-20 This critical new
collection presents mathematics education from a culturally responsive perspective and offers a
broad perspective of mathematics as a significant, liberating intellectual force in our society.

baltimore algebra project: Quality Education as a Constitutional Right Theresa Perry, Robert
P. Moses, Ernesto Cortes, Jr., Lisa Delpit, Joan T. Wynne, 2010-06-29 In 2005, famed civil rights
leader and education activist Robert Moses invited one hundred prominent African American and
Latino intellectuals and activists to meet to discuss a proposal for a campaign to guarantee a quality
education for all children as a constitutional right—a movement that would “transform current
approaches to educational inequity, all of which have failed miserably to yield results for our
children.” The response was passionate, and the meeting launched a movement. This
book—emerging directly from that effort—reports on what has happened since and calls for a new
scale of organizing, legal initiatives, and public definitions of what a quality education is. Essays
include - Robert Moses’s historically rooted call for citizens, especially young people, to make the
demand for quality education - Ernesto Cortés’s view from decades of work organizing Latino
communities in Texas - Charles Payne’s interview with students from the Baltimore Algebra Project,
who organized to make historic demands on their district - Legal scholar Imani Perry’s nuanced
analysis of the prospects of making a case for quality education as a right guaranteed by the
Constitution - Perspectives from scholars Lisa Delpit and Joan T. Wynne, and by teachers Alicia
Caroll and Kim Parker, who provide examples of what quality education is, describing its goal, and
how to guide practice in the meantime

baltimore algebra project: Our Sixties Paul Lauter, 2020 The social movements of the 1960s -
still vital and challenging - seen through the author's experiences as a civil rights activist, a feminist,
an antiwar organizer, and a radical teacher. Today, some fifty years after, we celebrate - or excoriate
- the Sixties. Using his wide-ranging experience as an activist and writer, Paul Lauter examines the
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values, the exploits, the victories, the implications, and sometimes the failings, of the Movement of
that conflicted time. In Our Sixties, Lauter writes about movement activities from the perspective of
a full-time participant: 1964 Mississippi freedom schools; Students for a Democratic Society (SDS);
the Morgan community school in Washington, DC, which he headed; a variety of antiwar, antidraft
actions; the New University Conference, a radical group of faculty and graduate students; The
Feminist Press, which he helped found; and the United States Servicemen's Fund, an organization
supporting antiwar GIs. He got fired, got busted, got published, and even got tenure. He honed his
skills writing for the New York Review of Books among other magazines. As a teacher he created
innovative courses ranging from Revolutionary Literature and Contesting the Canon to The Sixties in
Fiction, Poetry, and Film. He led the development of the groundbreaking Heath Anthology of
American Literature and remains its general editor. Lauter's book offers both a retrospective look at
the social justice struggles of the Sixties and an account of how his participation in these struggles
has shaped his life. Social history as well as personal chronicle, this account is for those who recall
that turbulent decade as well as for those who seek to better understand its impact on American
politics and society in our current era.

baltimore algebra project: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 1994

baltimore algebra project: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2004

baltimore algebra project: State Trends: Legislative Victories from 2005 to 2010
Removing Youth from the Adult Criminal Justice System ,

baltimore algebra project: From Education Policy to Education Practice Tine S. Prgitz, Petter
Aasen, Wieland Wermke, 2023-09-09 This open access book addresses the complex interrelations
between education policy and education practice developed under new ways of governance. It
illuminates the nexuses of the interrelated fields of education policy and education practice
including the characteristics of these relationships. The book offers a selection of cases with varied
approaches to the question of how different actors and stakeholders are situated in contemporary
policy and practice nexuses. The cases presented includes theoretical and conceptual studies;
historical studies; ethnographic studies; and studies combining empirical interview data and
quantitative data. The book shows what constitutes the contemporary nexuses in education and
discusses the need to re-consider how we in education research approach policy and practice in the
interface between structure and agency for the future developments in the education policy-practice
nexus.

baltimore algebra project: Public Engagement for Public Education Marion Orr, John
Rogers, 2011 This volume examines the ways youth, parents, community members, and civic leaders
join forces to improve public education.

baltimore algebra project: The Black Digital Elite John T. Barber, 2006-09-30 Most
discussions of the digital divide focus on the gap between African Americans and others when it
comes to using, and benefiting from, the technological and business opportunities of the information
age. Although many African Americans are locked out of the information revolution, others are an
integral part of its development and progress. Barber profiles 26 of those leaders here, engagingly
and informatively blending biography with insight and analysis. Most discussions of the digital divide
focus on the gap between African Americans and others when it comes to using, and benefiting from,
the technological and business opportunities of the information age. Although many African
Americans are locked out of the information revolution, others are an integral part of its
development and progress. Barber profiles 26 of them here, engagingly and informatively blending
biography with insight and analysis. Documenting history as it is being made, this book features
achievers in all fields of relevant endeavor, including scientists, business leaders, power brokers,
and community leaders. Among them are Robert Johnson, CEO of Black Entertainment Television;
Richard Parsons, CEO of AOL Time-Warner; congressmen and other policymakers in Washington,
D.C.; and men and women who are working to bridge the digital divide in satellite radio, web-based



portals, and on the ground with IT workshops. This book is not just about business success or
technological progress. The African American digerati are solving one of the great social challenges
of the 21st century: creating a black community that is prosperous in a society that has changed
from being a land-based industrial society to a cyberspace-based information society.

baltimore algebra project: The Power in the Room Jay Gillen, 2019-09-24 How
community-centered, peer-to-peer, youth knowledge exchanges are evolving into a strong economic
and political foundation on which to build radical public education. Following in the rich traditions in
African American cooperative economic and educational thought, teacher-organizer Jay Gillen
describes the Baltimore Algebra Project (BAP) as a youth-run cooperative enterprise in which young
people direct their peers’ and their own learning for a wage. BAP and similar enterprises are
creating an educational network of empowered, employed students. Gillen argues that this is a
proactive political, economic, and educational structure that builds relationships among and
between students and their communities. It’s a structure that meets communal needs—material and
social, economic and political—both now and in the future. Through the story of the Baltimore
Algebra Project, readers will learn why youth employment is a priority, how to develop democratic
norms and cultures, how to foster positive community roles for 20-30 year-olds, and how to
implement educational accountability from below.

baltimore algebra project: Is William Martinez Not Our Brother? William Alexander,
2010-09-02 A prison arts program attempts to reverse the trends of incarceration in America

baltimore algebra project: The WholeWorld is Texting Irving Epstein, 2015-06-26 The
authors of this volume address multiple questions involving the nature of youth protest in the
twenty-first century. Through their use of a case study approach, they comment upon the ways in
which youth protest has been influenced by the electronic and social media and evaluate the
effectiveness of protest activities, many of which were framed in reaction to neo-liberalism and state
authoritarianism. A number of the authors further comment upon the utility of employing social
movement theory to analyze the nature and character of protest actions, while others situate such
events within specific political, social and cultural contexts. The case studies focus upon protest
activities in Bahrain, Turkey, Iran, Cambodia, South Africa, China, Russia, Chile, Spain, and the U.S,,
and together, they offer a comparative analysis of an important global phenomenon. In so doing, the
authors further address issues involving the changing nature of globalized protest participation, its
immediate and long-term consequences, and the ways in which protests have encouraged a
re-evaluation of the nature of inequality, as constructed within educational, social, and political
spheres.

baltimore algebra project: Educating for Insurgency Jay Gillen, 2014-08-18 A manifesto for
today’s broken schools. Desegregation has failed. Schools filled with black and brown students have
become plantations of social control, where the policing of behavior trumps the expanding of minds.
Radical teachers and organizers in American public schools must help young people fashion an
insurgency. That means, at the very least, seeing each student’s rebellion not as violation, but as
communication. Jay Gillen writes with passion and compassion about the daily lives of poor students
trapped in institutions that dismiss and degrade them. In the spirit of Paulo Freire, and using the
historical models of slave rebellions and Civil Rights struggles as guides, Gillen explains what sort of
insurgency is needed and how to create it: the tools and techniques required to build social,
intellectual, and political power. This poetic manifesto of revolutionary “educational reform” belongs
in the pocket of anyone who currently works in, suffers through, or simply cares about public
schooling in this country. Jay Gillen teaches English in a Baltimore public school and has worked
with the Baltimore Algebra Project since 1995, building math literacy among youth of color and
youth experiencing poverty in US public schools. Bob Moses is an educator and Civil Rights activist.
He founded the Algebra Project in 1982.

baltimore algebra project: Teaching, Learning, and Schooling in Film Daniel P. Liston, lan
Renga, 2014-12-05 Films about education provide many of the most popular interpretations of what
teaching and learning mean in schools. An analysis of this medium reveals much about the historical,



cultural, political, and philosophical dimensions of education. Timely and engaging, this book fills a
gap for scholarly and informed public commentary on the portrayal of education in film, offering a
wide range of conceptual and interpretive perspectives. Teaching, Learning, and Schooling in Film
explores several key questions, including: What does it mean to be a good teacher? How do these
good teachers instruct? When is and what makes teaching complex? What constitutes learning? Do
educational reforms work? The book’s interdisciplinary group of contributors answers these
important questions in essays highlighting Hollywood, independent, and documentary films.
Prospective and practicing teachers will engage with the thought-provoking educational issues
raised in this book and gain insight into the complexities of teaching and learning portrayed in film.

baltimore algebra project: Volunteering in Your School Claire O'Neal, 2010-12-23
American kids spend over 1,000 hours in school every year. They witness firsthand what makes
schools work, and what could be better. With a little effort and imagination, kids just like you can
make your school great. Get involved with small projects, like becoming a teacher’s helper, or even
big ideas, like planting a school garden. Not only will volunteering in your school improve the quality
of education for everyone, but it will also provide you with skills and values you can’t learn in class.
Talk to your parents, teachers, and friends—how can you work together to make a difference today?

baltimore algebra project: Radical Possibilities Jean Anyon, 2014-03-14 The core argument of
Jean Anyon'’s classic Radical Possibilities is deceptively simple: if we do not direct our attention to
the ways in which federal and metropolitan policies maintain the poverty that plagues communities
in American cities, urban school reform as currently conceived is doomed to fail. With every chapter
thoroughly revised and updated, this edition picks up where the 2005 publication left off, including a
completely new chapter detailing how three decades of political decisions leading up to the “Great
Recession” produced an economic crisis of epic proportions. By tracing the root causes of the
financial crisis, Anyon effectively demonstrates the concrete effects of economic decision-making on
the education sector, revealing in particular the disastrous impacts of these policies on black and
Latino communities. Going beyond lament, Radical Possibilities offers those interested in a better
future for the millions of America’s poor families a set of practical and theoretical insights.
Expanding on her paradigm for combating educational injustice, Anyon discusses the Occupy Wall
Street movement as a recent example of popular resistance in this new edition, set against a larger
framework of civil rights history. A ringing call to action, Radical Possibilities reminds readers that
throughout U.S. history, equitable public policies have typically been created as a result of the
political pressure brought to bear by social movements. Ultimately, Anyon’s revelations teach us that
the current moment contains its own very real radical possibilities.

baltimore algebra project: Rich Thanks to Racism Jim Freeman, 2021-04-15 More than fifty
years after the civil rights movement, there are still glaring racial inequities all across the United
States. In Rich Thanks to Racism, Jim Freeman, one of the country's leading civil rights lawyers,
explains why as he reveals the hidden strategy behind systemic racism. He details how the driving
force behind the public policies that continue to devastate communities of color across the United
States is a small group of ultra-wealthy individuals who profit mightily from racial inequality. In this
groundbreaking examination of strategic racism, Freeman carefully dissects the cruel and deeply
harmful policies within the education, criminal justice, and immigration systems to discover their
origins and why they persist. He uncovers billions of dollars in aligned investments by Bill Gates,
Charles Koch, Mark Zuckerberg, and a handful of other billionaires that are dismantling public
school systems across the United States. He exposes how the greed of prominent US corporations
and Wall Street banks was instrumental in creating the world's largest prison population and our
most extreme anti-immigrant policies. Freeman also demonstrates how these racism profiteers
prevent flagrant injustices from being addressed by pitting white communities against communities
of color, obscuring the fact that the struggles faced by white people are deeply connected with those
faced by people of color. Rich Thanks to Racism is an invaluable road map for all those who
recognize that the key to unlocking the United States' full potential is for more people of all races
and ethnicities to prioritize racial justice.



baltimore algebra project: Contemporary Youth Activism Jerusha Conner, Sonia M. Rosen,
2016-09-26 A cutting-edge study showcases the emergence of contemporary youth activism in the
United States, its benefits to young people, its role in strengthening society, and its powerful social
justice implications. At a time when youth are too often dismissed as either empowered consumers
or disempowered deviants, it is vital to understand how these young people are pushing back,
challenging such constructions, and advancing new possibilities for their institutions and
themselves. This book examines the latest developments in the field of contemporary youth activism
(CYA) and documents the myriad ways in which youth activists are effecting social change, even as
they experience personal change. By taking public, political action on a range of intersecting issues,
youth activists are shifting their own developmental pathways, shaping public policy, and shaking up
traditional paradigms. Section one of the book offers a historical perspective on youth activism in
the United States, followed by a discussion of contemporary examples of CYA for social justice. The
second and third sections analyze the individual, institutional, and ideological effects of CYA,
arguing that youth activism works to promote change at three levels: self, systems, and in the
broader society. Readers will come away with a clearer understanding of the many ways in which
today's youth activists are working to reimagine and remake American democracy, reawakening the
promise of a multi-issue, progressive movement for social justice.

baltimore algebra project: Building Equity Dominique Smith, Nancy Frey, Ian Pumpian,
Douglas Fisher, 2017-07-21 Imagine a school with a diverse student body where everyone feels safe
and valued, and all—regardless of race, culture, home language, sexual orientation, gender identity,
academic history, and individual challenges—have the opportunity to succeed with interesting
classes, projects, and activities. In this school, teachers notice and meet individual instructional
needs and foster a harmonious and supportive environment. All students feel empowered to learn, to
grow, and to pursue their dreams. This is the school every student needs and deserves. In Building
Equity, Dominique Smith, Nancy Frey, Ian Pumpian, and Douglas Fisher, colleagues at San Diego’s
innovative Health Sciences High & Middle College, introduce the Building Equity Taxonomy, a new
model to clarify the structural and interpersonal components of an equitable and excellent schooling
experience, and the Building Equity Review and Audit, survey-based tools to help school and teacher
leaders uncover equity-related issues and organize their efforts to achieve ¢ Physical integration e
Social-emotional engagement ¢ Opportunity to learn ¢ Instructional excellence * Engaged and
inspired learners Built on the authors’ own experiences and those of hundreds of educators
throughout the United States, this book is filled with examples of policy initiatives and practices that
support high-quality, inclusive learning experiences and deliver education that meets critical
standards of equality and equity.

baltimore algebra project: The Theory-Story Reader for Social Studies Bretton A. Varga, Erin
C. Adams, Wayne Journell, 2024 Well-established scholars use storytelling to unpack a broad range
of theories that are currently being used to alter the landscape of social studies instruction--
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